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SHRI ANANT NAG

Shri Anant Nag is a veteran Kannada Film actor known for his versatility and
contribution to Indian cinema over the past 5 decades.

2. Born on 4" September, 1948, Shri Anant spent the first 12 of his formative years at
Anandashram, an Ashram in Kasargode district founded by Swami Ramdas and Mataji
Krishna Bai, and at Shri Chitrapur Math in Shirali, where Swami Anandashram was the
Mathadhipati. His parents devoted themselves to the service of these two revered Sanatana
institutions, which upheld the ideals of Naam, Dhyaana, and Seva. These spiritual moorings
had a profound impact on his life cementing his love for Sanatana religion, tradition and
culture.

& Shri Anant pursued his early education in Udupi, Chitrapur, Shirali and Honnavar in
coastal Karnataka before moving to Bombay, where he completed his matriculation. Landing a
vacation job during his college days, at the age of 18, he was selected to play the main role in a 3-
act play on the life of Saint Chaitanya Mahaprabhu of Bengal by drama stalwarts, Writer Shri
Prabhakar Mudur and director Shri Venkat Rao Talageri. His second assignment was on the life
of Goutama, the Buddha. Third, was in the role of a youth, who has distinct remembrance and
memories of his previous life. These three roles were the foundation on which he built his name
as an actor. He went on to play over 50 diverse roles in as many plays over the next 5 years.

4. Encouraged by Y.N. Krishnamurthy, Girish Karnad, and G V Iyer, Shri Anant debuted in
a lead role in his first Kannada feature film, Sankalp. Ankur was his first Hindi feature film.
Over the years, he has portrayed variegated characters in over 300 films across Kannada,
Hindi, Telugu, Malayalam, Tamil, and Marathi. Malgudi Days was another of his forays. Known
for his natural performances and remarkable versatility, he has captivated audiences across
languages, regions, and generations, solidifying his status as one of Indian cinema's
conspicuous actors. His immense talent has been recognized with multiple accolades,
including five Karnataka State Best Actor Awards and five Filmfare Awards. In 2023, he marked
S0 years in cinema, celebrating a glorious Golden Jubilee in his career.

S. Beyond the realm of cinema, in the 3 decades spanning 1970s -1990s, Shri Anant served
as a Member of the Karnataka Legislative Council from 1988 to 1994. He was Member of the
Legislative Assembly from 1994-1999, whence he held office as Minister of State for Bangalore
City Development.

6. Shri Anant has been awarded the Karnataka Rajyotsava Award, the Karnataka Sahitya
Academy Award for a biographical book on his late brother, Karnataka State Lifetime
Achievement Award and an Honorary Doctorate from Bangalore University (North).
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